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The usurpation of the Western   Chalukyan throne by the redoutable   Kalachurya Bijjala saw practically the  end of the most glorious and  illustrious chapters in the  annals  of Deccan.    This change of leadership in  the field of politics paved the way for the rise of  many a minor dynasty to a position of prominence and  power in the  history of South India in general and   that of Andhradesa in particular.   The Kakatiyas of  Warangal were one of the greatest dynasties that dominated the political  drama of the  mediaeval  Andhradesa for  more than two and   half centuries.    It was under their paramount  political supremacy that the  entire Telugu speaking region,   nay for sometime the region up to Kanchi - the capital of the Imperial Cholas - came under their hegemony. The political  unification of   Andhradesa which   became a psycho-physical   reality after  the fail of the Satavahanas   became  not   only a   reality   under the   energetic rule   of the   Kakatiyas but   also preserved the same  intact up to the advent of  the famous genera! of Allauddin,   Malik Kafur, who rang the death knell of the  most powerful dynasty that ever ruled the, Andhradesa in   the ancient as well as in the  mediaeval times.    Their contribution  in the fields of polity,  religion, society, art, architecture, etc. was   very rich in   nature and  content.    But the  real character of  the Kakatiya polity cannot be fully comprehended  without the consideration of the relationship  between rhe varna system on the one hand and the politics and the  law on the other.    In the ancient and the early mediaeval history of Andhradesa the varna or caste, to a very large extent, played a vital role in the rise of the state power,    It also  largely conditioned   its growth at various stages  and also shaped its organs and  moulded its  laws     An attempt  is made  in the following pages   whether varna continued to play the same role in the Kakatiya age, as it played in the earlier period or not and the factors that conditioned its role,
The institution of four castes or varnas (chaturvarnya) was the foundation stone of the Hindu social organisation, A close study of the society in all ages shows that the varnasrama-dharma, at least in its essentials existed in India as distinct from Hinduism irrespective of the dominant religion. The varnasrama-dharma may be explained very roughly as a certain unique classification of the society into various castes or varnas, viz. Brahmana, Kshatriya, Vaisya and Sudras. The first three varnas are subjected to a further division on the basis of asrama~brahma-charya, garhastya, vanaprastha and sanyasa. The Dharmasastras emphasise that the primary duty of a king was to maintain the social order based on the varnas. Manu states that the